
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To him  
all the prophets bear witness  

that everyone who believes in him 
 receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name. 
 

May 5, 2024 
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Gather for Grace            May 5, 2024 
• Join us for Divine service each Sunday at 9:30 
• Private confession and absolution; discipleship, available – see Pastor Zech  
• Would you like a house blessing? – see Pastor Zech or any elder 

Group with Christian Friends 
• Church directory info, see Kurt Wozniak or Linda McCarthy 
• Men’s breakfast, May 11 at 9am at church (Second Saturday) 
• The Vine Group for Women & Hebrew’s Men’s Group: May 16 at 7pm 

Grow in God’s Word & Prayer 
• Join the One Year Bible Reading group! Bible class every Sunday. Grab a Bible!!  

Follow Pastor Zech’s podcasts. Reading the Bible will transform your life, 
showing you God’s plan for the world and his love and purpose for you. 

Give Generously to the Place You Gather 
• We give thanks for your worship of God through the giving of 

your tithes and offerings. It makes a huge difference for our 
mission here. To give online go to go to    
jesusintheclarencecenter.org/giving or scan the code.  
o Consider “Joyful Giving” automatic giving from your bank account. 

Go and serve the Risen Jesus 
• May 19: Work day after church and possible youth 

car wash! 
• VBS plans are underway – perhaps July 1-3.   

Planning meeting soon.   
 

(Cover: Messenger of Sympathy and Love  --  Eugene Savage, Ariel Rios Federal Building, Washington, DC) 

WELCOME TO   A Congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

                                                                                                            Pastor Rako Zech  pastorzech@outlook.com 716-529-9201 
Pastor (Emeritus) Ben Eder 716-316-8776 

Kurt Wozniak, Council President 716-957-8092 
Dave Chalmers, Chairman of Elders 716-908-4537 

Linda McCarthy, volunteer secretary 716-633-1148 
 
 
 

7720 Goodrich Road, Clarence Center, NY 14032   (716)-741-2500 
Jesusintheclarencecenter.org  

Called by Christ to Gather, Group, Grow, Give & Go 

Centered in Christ | Loving our neighbors 

 

mailto:pastorzech@outlook.com
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The Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Please face the processional cross in the back of the nave and consider 

respectfully bowing your head as it passes by, symbolizing the presence of the 
Risen Christ here to serve us. 

 
 

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen                                LSB 474 sts. 1, ref, 2–3, 5 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922–87  
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004062Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004062 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!   
    He is risen indeed, Alleluia!! 

 
Proper Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: v. 16 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
 and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 
Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 
 sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 
Bless our God, O peoples; 
 let the sound of his praise be heard, 
who has kept our soul among the living 
 and has not let our feet slip. 
Blessèd be God, 
 because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast 
love from me! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
 and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

 
Confession and Absolution   

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
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   who made heaven and earth. 
 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
    O almighty God, merciful Father, 
  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I 
am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 
  

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and to 
rise for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.     Amen. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 
In peace let us 
pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace 
from above and for 
our salvation let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for 
the unity of all 
let us pray to 
the Lord. 
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 
let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 
Help, save, 
comfort, and 
defend us, 
gracious Lord. 

 
 
 

Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 
 
  



 7 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
The Lord Be With You.     And With Your Spirit. 

  
 O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration 
grant that we may think those things that are right and by Your 
merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.             Amen. 
 
First Reading Acts 10:34–48 
 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he sent to 
Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord 
of all), 37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, 
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. 
He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did 
both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day 
and made him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been 
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chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and 
the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on 
all who heard the word. 45And the believers from among the 
circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of 
the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were 
hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And he commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him 
to remain for some days.  
This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

 
Proper Romans 6:9; John 16:33b 

Alleluia! 
We know that Christ being raised from the dead will 

never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
Alleluia! 

In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 
have overcome the world.  

Alleluia! 
Epistle 1 John 5:1–8 
 1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of 
God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born 
of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we 
love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the 
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world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 
5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? 
 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by 
the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one 
who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that 
testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 
This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
We Know That Christ Is Raised LSB 603  st. 1 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 15:9–17 
 

The Holy Gospel according to 
St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

  
 9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in 
my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in 
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his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be full. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down 
his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. 15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I 
have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and 
bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the 
Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command 
you, so that you will love one another.” 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death  LSB 486 

1 If Christ had not been raised from death 
    Our faith would be in vain, 
Our preaching but a waste of breath, 
    Our sin and guilt remain. 
But now the Lord is ris’n indeed; 
    He rules in earth and heav’n: 
His Gospel meets a world of need— 
    In Christ we are forgiv’n. 

 
2 If Christ still lay within the tomb 

    Then death would be the end, 
And we should face our final doom 
    With neither guide nor friend. 
But now the Savior is raised up, 
    So when a Christian dies 
We mourn, yet look to God in hope— 
    In Christ the saints arise! 
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3 If Christ had not been truly raised 
    His Church would live a lie; 
His name should nevermore be praised, 
    His words deserve to die. 
But now our great Redeemer lives; 
    Through Him we are restored; 
His Word endures, His Church revives 
    In Christ, our risen Lord. 

 
Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938. Text: © 1985 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004062 

 
Sermon & Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
      (Printed in the back inside cover of the LSB) 

Prayer of the Church 
...Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

   

Sharing of the Peace of Christ 		
Offering & Choir Offering Song 
Encouragement from the elders: 

1 John 5:3 – “For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.”  

God’s commandments are not burdensome, but that’s only true for 
Christians precisely because we know that we are not saved by our 
keeping of the Law. We are saved by grace. Therefore, we are set free 
by grace to walk in newness of life, to grow in faithfulness, and rejoice 
in the Law of the Lord, loving God and our neighbor by keeping His 
commandments. 

	
T  The Lord’s Supper   T 
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion, The Eucharist, the Lord’s Table, 
the Sacrament of the Altar, is a miraculous event, given by Jesus to us for the 
strengthening of our faith and the forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26).   

The Eucharist is the holiest thing on Earth. It is like fire: without repentance 
and faith, you receive it to your harm; with repentance and faith, it is the 
medicine of immortality (I Corinthians 10 & 11).   

We invite all baptized and repentant Christians, who believe in Jesus Christ 
as their Savior, desire forgiveness of their sins, and believe that the very body 
and blood of Christ are truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine to 
receive the Lord’s Supper with us. However, please speak with Pastor 
Zech or Pastor Ben before communing here at St. Paul’s, because in 
accordance with the apostolic command and in unity with the unbroken 
practice of the Church, we practice Closed Communion. We kindly ask you to 
refrain from communing until we understand that you seek to be unified with 
us in our teaching.   

We do so not to offend you, but because the Scriptures clearly teach that 
those communing together be unified in their confession of the Faith. In this 
Sacrament we are not only joined to Christ our Head who is present in His 
body and blood, but are also knit together with one another as His Body, in 
which there should be no division of belief.  

If you are a fellow Christian, but do not share our confession of faith (as 
stated above), please pray for the unity of the church, and please feel free to 
come to the altar of the Lord for a blessing (please communicate this by folding 
your arms).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on 
this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 
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world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again 
He has restored to us everlasting life.  

Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 
Sanctus                                              LSB 161 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross...To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                    
 Our Father…      (Printed on the back inside cover of the Lutheran 

Service Book.) 

Words of Our Lord 

Our Lord Jesus Christ... 
 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. 

Amen.   Even so, Come, Lord Jesus. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   Amen. 
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Agnus Dei            LSB 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  

 
 
 

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice LSB 556  sts. 1–2, 5–7 

 
 

 

 
 

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761 
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May God Bestow on Us His Grace LSB 824 
1 May God bestow on us His grace, 

    With blessings rich provide us; 
And may the brightness of His face 
    To life eternal guide us, 
That we His saving health may know, 
    His gracious will and pleasure, 
And also to the nations show 
    Christ’s riches without measure 
And unto God convert them. 

  
2 Thine over all shall be the praise 

    And thanks of ev’ry nation; 
And all the world with joy shall raise 
    The voice of exultation. 
For Thou shalt judge the earth, O Lord, 
    Nor suffer sin to flourish; 
Thy people’s pasture is Thy Word 
    Their souls to feed and nourish, 
In righteous paths to keep them. 

  
 3 O let the people praise Thy worth, 

    In all good works increasing; 
The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth, 
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    Thy Word is rich in blessing. 
May God the Father, God the Son, 
    And God the Spirit bless us! 
Let all the world praise Him alone, 
    Let solemn awe possess us. 
Now let our hearts say, “Amen!” 

 
 

God of all mercy,  
in this eucharist you have set aside our sins and given us your healing: 

grant that we who are made whole in Christ 
may bring that healing to this broken world, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Let us bless the Lord.          Thanks be to God!  
Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain   LSB 487 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 


